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Cracks emerge in egg plan

I By RODERICK
MAKIM

OLWORTHS has come
under fire for failing to con-
sult with producers before

making its decision to phase out all
caged eggs by 2018.

The supermarket giant made the
announcement last week sparking
outrage from farmers and industry
representatives.

This decision by Woolworths fol-
lows Coles’ lead in 2010 to withdraw
cage eggs from its house brand range,

Woolies’ cage-free pledge under fire

as well as cap its free-range egg price.

Tamworth egg producer Bede
Burke said with about 12 million
chickens in cages across Australia, the
five-year timeframe provided by
Woolworths to remove all caged eggs
in its stores was unrealistic.

“Its a big ask — I don’t think it’s
going to happen,” Mr Burke said.

Mr Burke, chairman of NSW
Farmers’ Egg Producer Committee,
suggested Woolworths might have

Free range egg producer Bede Bume, “Glenwame Tamworth

known this timeframe was unwork-
able had they spoken with producers
beforehand.

“The big problem is Woolworths
announced it without any consulta-
tion with the farming base,” he said.

“It seems it was all done by consult-
ants and marketing people.”

A spokesperson for Woolworths
said the company was committed to
working with its suppliers to support
them through the transition period,
“so they can have the confidence to
invest in infrastructure changes and
reducing the cost of production to
keep prices affordable.”

However, for Ken and Pam Howard
from “Mariposa”, Wards River, their
investment in infrastructure changes
has already happened, and now looks
like it might not pay off.

The Howards run 43,000 free-range
chickens, which produce about 11.4
million eggs per year.

In 2005 they also built a $1.4 mil-
lion shed to house 60,000 caged
birds, which produce more than 17
million eggs per year.

The welfare of the birds was para-

The caged shed is climate con-
trolled with temperatures between 22
and 26 degrees all year, and there
have not been any of the problems
with cannibalism, diseases or attacks
by predators that have occurred with
the free-range birds, Mrs Howard
said.

The cage system also produced
more eggs at a more consistent qual-
ity, she said.

Unfortunately, with Woolworths
moving away from all caged eggs, and
Coles deciding to discontinue its own
brands for caged eggs earlier this
year, farmers like the Howards who
have invested heavily in caged sys-
tems that meet animal welfare stan-
dards are running out of places to sell
their produce.

“We spent over $1.4m in 2005 to
build a pre-enriched cage system. We
need 25 years to pay for this invest-
ment,” Mrs Howard said.

“If Woolworths were to pay us an
extra 50c per dozen over the next five
years we would be able to look at
changing to all free-range.”

Mr Burke agreed with this assess-
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world animal welfare standards and
seeing some of the problems for
the birds in the free-range system
softened that opinion.

long enough.”

The Woolworths spokesperson said
there was already a trend among con-
sumers away from caged eggs.

trend will have continued enough for
the phasing out of caged eggs to have
no economic impact.

Mr Burke agreed there was a trend

He said during the past seven or
eight years, the percentage of caged
chickens had dropped by about 25
per cent, but they still accounted

ciencies and minimise cost which
should see the price of barn-laid
eggs reduce by the time this change
is introduced.
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